
  
 

 TREE PERMIT - PRUNING STANDARDS 

 
ROOT PRUNING AND REMOVAL STANDARD 

 
The following information details the root pruning and removal guidelines, and professional 
standards that are to be followed by the Permittee as a requirement of the attached Tree Root-
Pruning Permit.  Any deviation from or noncompliance with these standards by the Permittee may 
be cause for the City to revoke this permit and impose penalties for any damages caused to the 
subject trees. 
 
Root Pruning Policy.  All trees shall be evaluated before root pruning is permitted.  Alternative methods to 
root pruning such as tunneling or ramping shall be taken to consideration before root pruning is decided.  
Roots must be pruned in a manner that will encourage good closure of the cutting wounds, preserve their 
function and healthy structure.  All City trees shall have roots pruned using only professionally accepted 
standards, as established by the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA), National Arborists Association 
(NAA), and American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Section Z133.1.   
 
Root Pruning.  When pruning out selective roots, great care shall be given to retain as much root surface 
as possible, including sufficient buttress root dispersal around the radius of the tree.   
 

• No more than one third (1/3) of the tree’s total root system shall be removed. 
   

• No root shall be cut back any closer than 18” from the base of a trunk, or 12” from where a trunk flare 
breaks soil surface. 

 

• Offending roots shall be cut back four (4”) inches away from new hardscape to the nearest node. 
   

• Pruning cuts shall be made clean and smooth with no crushing or tearing of the remaining root. Should 
a root 2” or larger in diameter be inadvertently damaged while performing the work, surrounding soil 
shall be hand excavated and the root pruned back clean at the nearest undamaged portion. 

 
Root Shaving is the removal of a small portion of a nonessential buttress root or general root with a 
diameter of four (4”) inches or greater.   
 

• Roots will be shaved down to allow for at least two (2”) inches of clearance between the root and the 
new hardscape.  

 

• No more than one third (1/3) of a root’s diameter shall be shaved off.   
 

• Shaving cuts shall be made clean and smooth with no crushing or tearing of the remaining root. 
 
Soil shall be backfilled immediately following roots exposure, pruning or shaving activity to minimize drying 
of the roots.   
 
I have read and understand the aforementioned tree pruning guidelines, and agree to perform all 
work identified in the attached Permit consistent with these standards: 
 
________       ____________________________________ 
   Date                                                Permittee   
    


