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1TREE PLANTING STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

 
The following information details the planting guidelines and professional standards that 
are to be followed by the Permittee as a requirement of the attached Tree Planting Permit.  
Any deviation from or noncompliance with these standards by the Permittee may be cause 
for the City to revoke this permit and impose penalties for any damages caused to the 
subject trees. 
 
Nursery Stock Standards.  The City shall make every effort to insure that it plants only vigorous, healthy 
trees which can easily be trained into an attractive natural form, with strong roots and good crown 
development.  The specifications for acceptable nursery stock shall be as follows: 
 

• All trees shall be true to type or botanical name as ordered or shown on planting plans. 
 

• All trees should be of a size equivalent to that of a twenty-four-inch (24”) box sized containerized tree 
with a trunk caliper of one and one half inches (1 ½”), or greater, measured at six (6”) inches above soil 
grade. 

 

• All trees shall have a single, fairly straight trunk with a good taper and good branch distribution vertically, 
laterally and radially. 

 

• All trees shall be healthy, have a form typical for the species or cultivar, be well rooted, and shall be 
properly trained.  

 

• The root ball of all trees shall be moist throughout and the crown shall show no sign of moisture stress. 
 

• All trees shall comply with Federal and State laws requiring inspection for plant diseases and pest 
infestations. 

 

• No tree shall be accepted that has been severely topped, headed back, pollarded or lion-tailed. 
 

• No tree shall be accepted that has co-dominant stems or excessive weak branch attachments that 
cannot be trained out without jeopardizing the natural form of the species. 

 

• No tree shall be accepted that is root bound, shows evidence of girdling or kinking roots, or has “knees” 
(roots) protruding above the soil. 

 
The City shall reserve the right to refuse any nursery stock that does not meet these standards, and may 
require any person who has planted such sub-standard trees, on City property or within City right-of-ways, 
to have these trees removed and replaced at that person’s own expense. 
 
Planting Material Standards.  Unless otherwise approved by the Urban Forester, all City trees shall be 
planted using materials that meet the following criteria: 
 

• Tree Stakes - Shall be two (2) sturdy, ten (10’) foot long lodge pole pine stakes.  Stakes will be placed 
on the outer edge of the root ball on either side of the tree, parallel to the curb or walkway or 
perpendicular to prevailing winds. 
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• Staking Ties - Shall be sixteen (16”) to eighteen (18”) inch rubber cinch ties to be fastened to each stake 

with galvanized roofing nails.  Ties will be pulled around the tree’s trunk in a manner that supports the 
top-heaviness of the canopy, but is loose enough to allow for free movement of the tree in the wind.  

 

• Trunk Guards - An approved trunk guard shall be placed around the base of the trunk just above the soil 
grade.  A trunk guard is a device used to deter mechanical damage, as a result of wounds inflicted on a 
tree’s trunk by such devices as weed whips and lawnmowers. 

 

• Wood Chip Mulch – All mulch shall be of a medium to fine grade, and shall be clean and free of rocks 
and debris.   
 

Tree Planting Specifications.  Most nursery tree stock in California is sold in a containerized form.  The 
following guidelines are specific for containerized stock.  If utilizing bare root or balled and burlaped trees, 
refer to the appropriate ISA guidelines for planting instructions.   
 
All trees shall be planted immediately after the planting container has been removed.  Containers shall not 
be cut or otherwise damaged prior to delivery of trees to the planting area. 
 
The planting hole is one of the most important factors in establishing a healthy tree.  Measure the width and 
depth of the root ball prior to digging. The diameter of the planting hole shall be dug at least two (2) times 
wider than that of the root ball.  The depth of the planting hole shall be dug slightly shallower than the depth 
of the root ball to allow for the top two (2”) inches of the root crown to remain above the finished grade. 
 
Before placing the tree into the planting hole, tamp down the base of the hole to allow the tree to stand 
straight and to avoid the potential of the tree settling below the finish grade.  Scarify or scrape the sides of 
the planting hole to break down any glazing or compaction that may have occurred as a result of digging.   
 
Position the tree in the hole so that the tree stands upright and the top of the root crown is slightly exposed 
above the grade.  Then, backfill the planting hole with clean, native soil no higher than halfway up the 
rootball.  Slightly tamp the soil to remove air pockets, but be sure not to compact the soil too much.  
Complete the backfilling to the finish grade.  Once again, tamp the soil slightly to remove air pockets.   
 
Form a watering basin out of backfill material, approximately six (6”) inches high.  The basin shall be 
installed four (4”) inches outside of and around the edge of the planting hole.  Remove all nursery stakes, 
ties and ribbons from the tree, and install the planting materials as specified above.   
 
A three (3”) to four (4”) inch layer of City approved wood chip mulch shall be placed within the planting basin 
of the tree.  A space of three (3”) inches shall be left between the tree’s stem and the mulch layer to allow 
airflow and to restrict moisture from remaining static around the base of the trunk. 
 
All new trees shall be given an initial deep watering, and provisions shall be made in the construction 
maintenance period for watering any new trees every ten (10) days or less as needed to keep the root zone 
moist. 
 
Tree stakes and ties should be removed from the tree within three years after planting, or when the 
circumference of the tree’s trunk is equal to or exceeds the circumference of the stakes. 
 
For specific details on proper planting procedures refer to the attached Standard for Tree Planting and 
Staking. 
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I have read and understand the above specifications and agree to comply with all requirements. 
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