Why a California
Water “Fix”?

Five Reasons:

About 30 percent of the water that flows out of taps in Southern California comes
from Northern California via the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. State and federal
agencies want to modernize the water system by building three new intakes in the
Northern Delta along with two tunnels to convey water to the existing aqueduct
system in the southern Delta. Why is it needed? Here are five reasons why the
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California supports the planning effort
known as California WaterFix.

1. The Big One
The new tunnel pipelines could safely transport supplies to the
25 million people, farms, businesses that depend on this water
in the event an earthquake or other disaster collapses Delta
levees and disrupts the existing decades-old system.

2. Drought
Nearly all of the water that is stored in Southern California for
drought and emergency needs comes either from Northern
California or the Colorado River.
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3 new intakes, each
with 3,000 cubic-feet
per second (cfs) capacity.
Average annual yield of
4.9 million acre-feet.
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Groundwater is Southern California’s single largest local
water source, but groundwater basin managers actually
depend primarily on imported supplies from Northern
California to help replenish those basins.
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4. Big Storms
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A modernized system could once again reliably capture
enough water to refill reservoirs after big storms because it
would have multiple locations in the Delta to divert supplies,
providing flexibility and reducing conflicts with migrating fish
species such as salmon.
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2 tunnels up to 150'
below ground designed
to protect California’s
water supplies.

3. Groundwater

5. The Highest Quality = More Local Supplies
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Sierra snowmelt is pure enough to recycle again and again
in Southern California, promoting more recycling projects in
the region’s future. And the Northern California supply has
been good enough for Metropolitan to enter into international
water tasting competitions – and win.
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An Important Investment
Modernizing the hub of the statewide water system is no small matter. Building new water intakes in the
northern Delta and the twin tunnel pipelines to transport the supply would cost about $15 billion, with
Metropolitan’s share likely 25 percent. Yet consider the benefit of protecting water reliability from the
state’s single largest supply, the Sierra snowpack. This investment, spread over the expected supply,
breaks down to less than a tenth of a penny per gallon of supply delivered, protecting the supply for
decades to come and billions in previous investments to secure and store this supply.

Cheaper Than Any

For Some,

The cost of water from Northern
California, even after modernizing the
system, is roughly half the cost of any
mega-scale projects to develop new
local water supplies.

About a fourth of Metropolitan’s
service area, including communities
in Ventura and Los Angeles counties
and the Inland Empire receive all
of their imported water from
Northern California.

Alternative

No Alternative

Crucial to Long-Term

Plan

Water from Northern California helps to prepare the Southland for future droughts,
while Metropolitan plans for a greater portion of day-to-day, ongoing needs to be
met by increasing local supplies and lowering demand through conservation.

WHO IS METROPOLITAN
The Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California is a state-established cooperative
of 26 member agencies – cities and public
water agencies – that serve nearly 19 million
people in six counties. Metropolitan imports
water from the Colorado River and Northern
California to supplement local supplies and
helps its members develop increased water
conservation, recycling, storage and other
resource-management programs.

OUR MISSION
The mission of the Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California is to provide its service
area with adequate and reliable supplies of
high-quality water to meet present and future
needs in an environmentally and economically
responsible way.

BE INFORMED,
BE INVOLVED
www.mwdh2o.com
700 N. Alameda St.
Los Angeles, CA 90012
P.O. Box 54153
Los Angeles, CA 90054-0153

(213) 217-6000
(800)call-mwd (255-5693)
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