
 
 
 

 
 
 

CANDLE SAFETY BULLETIN 
 
People have safely enjoyed using candles for centuries. Their colors and scents enhance everyday life 
and evoke memories of special events. Candles are a source of light and delight when used properly and 
according to manufacturers’ directions. However, if certain precautions are not taken by the consumer, 
candles can also become a factor in a chain of events that can result in unnecessary injury and even 
death.The United States Fire Administration (USFA) currently estimates that candles are responsible for 
approximately 15,600 residential structure fires each year and cause 1,270 civilian injuries, 150 fatalities, 
and $539 million in property losses. December is the peak month for candle fires and Christmas is the 
peak day.  The following are some stats and tips about Candle Safety that the Glendale Fire Departement 
would like to provide to keep its residents safe. 
 
 

The Leading Causes for Residential Candle Fire Incidents Were Reported as Follows: 
Too close to combustibles 55% 

Candle unattended 18% 
Falling asleep 12% 

Control of flame 10% 
Child playing 5% 

 
 

 
Candle Safety Tips 

 Keep candles at least 12 inches from anything that can burn. 
 Use sturdy, safe candleholders. 
 Never leave a burning candle unattended. 
 Extinguish candles when you leave a room. 
 Be careful not to splatter wax when extinguishing a candle. 
 Avoid using candles in bedrooms and sleeping areas. 
 Always use a flashlight, not a candle, for emergency lighting. 
 Consider using battery-operated flameless candles. 

 
Candles and Children 

 Keep candles up high out of reach of children. 
 Never leave a child unattended in a room with a candle. 
 A child should not sleep in a room with a lit candle. 
 Don't allow children or teens to have candles in their bedrooms. 

 
During Power Outages 

 Use a flashlight instead of a candle whenever possible. 
 Avoid carrying a lit candle. 
 Don't use a lit candle when searching for items in a confined space. 
 Never use a candle for a light when checking pilot lights or fueling equipment, such as a 

kerosene heater or lantern. The flame may ignite the fumes. 
 
Candle Usage Tips 

 Recommended burning time is one hour per inch diameter of the candle. 
 Hold your finger in front of the flame as you blow the candle out. The air will flow around 

your finger and extinguish the candle from both sides. This prevents any hot wax from splattering. 
 Keep wax pool free of wick trimmings and debris. 
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