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Hotel / Motel Fire Safety Tips 

With summer here and Family Vacations planned, the Glendale Fire Department is 
providing simple tips for a safe summer vacation. Thanks to modern building and fire 
codes, hotels and motels are safer now than ever in history, but fires can start in any 
building. When you travel, take time to learn your new surroundings, and be prepared to 
escape if there’s an emergency.  
 

Safety Tips: 
 

• Checking In  
 

o Select a Hotel that’s protected by both smoke alarms and a fire sprinkler 
system. 

o Read and become familiar with the escape plan posted in your room and in the 
lobby. 

 
• Check Things Out  
 

o Fire Exits - Know their location and if blocked open, notify manager. Make sure 
the Exits are usable to the outside of the building. 

o Fire Alarms -  Locate the fire alarm pull station nearest your room. If there is a 
fire, sound the alarm and leave the building. Call the Fire Department at 911. 

 
• A Key Safety Measure  

 
o When you go to bed leave the room key and a flashlight on the nightstand and 

they will be easy to reach in an emergency. 
o If you hear the fire alarm ringing during the night, leave the building immediately 

 
• If you discover a fire you should: 

o Sound the alarm 
o Leave the building 
o Close all doors behind you 
o Call the Fire Department 911 

 
• Use the Stairs – NOT the elevator. 
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• How to Test Doors 
 

o Always test the door is you suspect a fire on the other side. If fire is present is 
will feel warm around the cracks. 

o Kneel on the ground, then reach as high as possible and touch the door with 
the back of your hand. 

o If the door’s cool, open with caution. If it’s warm, try and escape another route. 
 

• Crawl Under Smoke 
 

o If the hall is filled with smoke, try another escape route. If you can’t avoid the 
smoke, crawl on your hands and knees keeping your head below the smoke 
level. 

 
• What to do if your trapped 
 

o If you can’t escape and there is no fire in your room, stay put. Call the fire 
Department and advise them of your location. 

 Shut off fans and air conditioners 
 Stuff towels, sheets or clothing in the cracks around doors between you 

and the fire. 
 Stay at the window and signal firefighters by waving a cloth or a 

flashlight.  
 
The Glendale Fire Department is committed to helping ensure the safety of community 
members. We encourage a fire safe community. For more information regarding fire safety 
tips, visit www.glendalefire.org or call (818) 548-6404. 
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