
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               ccording to the U.S. 

Department of Education, 32 million 

adults in the U.S. canôt read.  

One of the goals of Glendale Library, 

Arts and Culture is to promote reading. 

At the Adult Literacy Program we serve 

people in the community. We offer 

English conversation classes and one-to-

one tutoring for people who wish to 

improve their reading, writing, and 

speaking. 

We use different resources like books, 

games, newspapers, and other digital 

resources that students can use during 

their sessions or at home. 

Our volunteers are an invaluable asset to 

our literacy program. Volunteering at the 

Adult Literacy Program includes 

teaching a conversation class, leading a 

book group or tutoring a student on a 

one-on-one basis.  

The Adult Literacy Program is free and 

open to all adults ages eighteen and over.  

We want to encourage students to be 

longlife learners because in the end 

learning never ends. 
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Glendale Library, Arts and Culture 

It has been a most rewarding experience to work with so many 

dedicated volunteers in the Adult Literacy Program. We had an 

exciting year. We appreciate all our volunteers and learners. 

Thank you for being part of this program. 

J. Guillermo Garcia and Tatevik Hakoyan 

A 



Being a volunteer is so 

rewarding I want to tell 

everyone to try it, at least once.   

You will be hooked.     

When I needed to learn 

English, fast, without fear of 

being ridiculed, someone was 

there to reassure me.  She said:  

ñItôs OK to make mistakes, 

they will soon disappear.ò  I 

want to pass that confidence to 

every ESL student.  You canôt 

learn unless you practice.  My 

message:  Just talk, talk, and 

talk to anyone that speaks 

English.  It will get easier. 

When you see a smile and a 

gleam in a studentôs eyes, it is a 

ñEurekaò moment!   They truly 

understand the word or phrase.  

I can guarantee you will also 

smile.  

I thank the Montrose Library 

students for their steadfast 

effort to attend all the sessions.  

Life is hectic for all of us, 

finding the time to achieve your 

goal is commendable.   

Note to my students: If there is 

a word in this message that you 

donôt understand, look it up and 

explain it to the class next time 

I see you. 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is it Karma or Pay Back? 
By Rose Tharp 

Author Paula Pereira presents her book in Glendale 

 

Last November, author Paula Pereira presented her book How I 

Learned English during our Holiday Appreciation Day 

 



Volunteering Changed my Life  
by Keopatre Vladika  

The Adult Literacy Program on the 

News!  This video aired on GTV6 in the November 

2016 episode of On The Move.  You can watch this 

video at the following link:  

https://youtu.be/QxdlRuMPfPg  

 

It has been more than five years that I 

have been attending the Adult Literacy program 

at the City of Glendale Central Library. 

Iôve always had amazing and unforgettable 

experiences in each session of the conversation 

class led by volunteer teacher Alicia LIoreda. 

Because of the literacy 

program and Alicia, my life 

has changed  in so many ways, 

and by the inspiration  and 

motivation  that I felt, I decided to give 

back to  my community  by becoming a 

tutor  myself and help others in need to 

improve and practice  English. 

I would like to appreciate  all 

individuals  working  in Central Library 

of Glendale  city, Mr. 

Juan  Guillermo  Garcia, librarian, and 

all volunteers  for providing us the 

books, programs  and the opportunities 

to make a difference in the  life of people 

who need and want to learn English .The 

impact makes  the life easier for all the 

new arrivals  in this great country, The 

United States of America. There is a quote by 

Elizabeth Andrew, "Volunteers do not necessarily 

have the time; they just have the heart."  

Keopatre  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This has been one of the most gratifying events in my entire teaching career.  

The students are  so eager, so positive, so willing to work that it is a joy to 

teach them.  I have loved and do love my work in the Adult Teaching program.  

Alicia Lloreda  

https://youtu.be/QxdlRuMPfPg


My student is really a 

cheerful and fun lady by  

Elizabeth Mangun 

The Miracle of Reading by Connie Garcia 

I have been taking English classes at the Library 

for several years now. In this class I learn to 

write and to read words and sentences. My 

conversation in English is okay, but I am not 

able to read or write, due to a fall on my head, 

when my dear mother was washing me when I 

was still nine months old; I lost my sight after 

the fall. The doctor examined me on my eyes. 

The doctor gave me injection on my eyes and 

he told my mother that I would be able to see 

again after 15 days. When I became a teenager I 

was okay to talk in both Spanish and English, 

but because of the convulsion I got now and 

then after the fall, one doctor told my mother 

that I could not live any longer. This is really a 

miracle given to me by the Lord that I am still 

alive until this age. I have a strong will to learn 

how to write and to read. Therefore, I am taking 

this class in the Literacy program in the Central 

Library until now. I feel so blessed that I can 

take this class in writing and reading. I have 

enjoyed the class so much.  

Connie  

 I have been teaching my student, Connie, the 

English language for several years, and I have 

enjoyed being in the class with my student.  In 

teaching her, I need a lot of patience, giving her 

repetitive words, sentences, a little of grammar, 

and reading simple stories from the books we 

get through the library.  It is quite challenging 

to teach her.  As she has a strong will to be able 

to read and to write English.  She is able to 

speak the language very well and to 

communicate with others in English and 

Spanish. 

My goal for her is to be able to read and write 

simple words by herself, therefore I have to 

give her homework to write words, repeating to 

write the same words again and again, so that 

she will remember how to write the words; then 

to say the words repetitively; to form a structure 

of the words together so that it can be 

meaningful to her and to others. 

The problem with my student is that she is 

dyslexic since she was 9 months old. She fell on 

her head from her mother's hands, while she 

was washing the 9-month old baby.  The baby 

got a head injury since she was a little baby.  

Now she has a very happy life with the support 

of her dear husband, and two grown-up 

daughters.  

Elizabeth 



 

  


