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Rossmoyne Historic District

• Intact Rossmoyne Tracts

• Contributors are intact 
residences constructed within 
period of significance (1923-
1950), plus Nibley Park.

• Non-contributors are newer 
or lack integrity.

• Contributors have a 5D1 status 
code (or higher). 

• Non-Contributors have 6LD

• Is eligible for designation as 
a Glendale Historic District 
Overlay Zone under Criteria 
A, B, C, F, G, and H.

•Also appears eligible for the 
National and California 
Registers under Criteria A/1 
and C/3 



Local Criteria
• A. Exemplifies or reflects special elements of the city's cultural, social, economic, political, aesthetic, engineering, 

architectural, or natural history. 
– Through careful planning, lavish investment, and savvy marketing, Rossmoyne developed as one of 

Glendale’s most desirable suburbs, and its success enhanced the desirability of Glendale as a whole 
throughout the 20th century.

• B. Is identified with persons or events significant in local, state, or national history. 
– The Rossmoyne Historic District was home to several notable individuals in Glendale History, including 

Judge Erskine Mayo Ross, Alex Nibley, Edward Lynch and Joseph Pagliuso. Research on individual 
residents in Rossmoyne may lead to the discovery of other notable residents as well.

• C. Embodies distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction, or is a valuable example 
of the use of  indigenous materials or craftsmanship.

– The Rossmoyne Historic District showcases a delightful variety of Period Revival architectural styles from 
the height of their popularity. Both high-style and more modest examples of the Spanish Colonial Revival, 
Tudor Revival, French Inspired, Mediterranean Revival, American Colonial Revival, Minimal Traditional, and 
early California Ranch are found in Rossmoyne. These examples are overall highly intact and are set within 
a well preserved setting.

• F. Embodies a collection of elements of architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship that represent a 
significant structural or architectural achievement or innovation. 

– The preponderance of attached garages within the Rossmoyne Historic District represents an innovation in 
home design that was several years ahead of its time. The Los Angeles area adapted to the automobile 
earlier and with much more enthusiasm than anywhere else in the nation. Attached garages are a key 
element of that adaptation and in Rossmoyne there are at least 34 residences from the 1920s that feature 
them.

• G. Reflects significant geographical patterns, including those associated with different eras of settlement and 
growth, transportation modes, or distinctive examples of park or community planning. 

– The Rossmoyne Historic District is an excellent example of an early Automobile Suburb, which emerged in 
the mid-20th century as the dominant pattern of residential growth throughout Southern California. 
Rossmoyne represents a distinctive example of community planning from the 1920s and bears several 
amenities from that time.

• H. Conveys a sense of historic and architectural cohesiveness through its design, setting, materials, workmanship 
or association. 

– Through its inherent quality of design, setting, materials, workmanship, and association as a planned 
suburb, the Rossmoyne Historic District conveys a distinctive sense of historic and architectural 
cohesiveness.



Contributors and 
Noncontributors

Rossmoyne Historic District:
- Contributors are intact properties that when 

combined with the historic streetscape define the 
character of the historic district.

- Non-Contributors are not part of the historic 
resource, but changes to them have the 
potential to affect a historic resource due to their 
geographic location within the Historic District.

At 82%, Rossmoyne Historic District is well beyond 
the 60% minimum threshold of contributors.




